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BOOKS. 


readers, and her simple direct descriptions carry the 
fire of enthusiasm. She contrives too to str.ng her comments on a thread 

.4 t _ * 4* 1-* urU nlo \A/P VPH till‘d 


of history which has never the ait of telling the whole story, we venture 
to endorse (he advicerwhich Professor Gardner offers in his intioduction, 
as also the hope with which he closes—- To take full advantage of Miss 
Legge’s teachings, the reader should go through them slowly, section by 
section, and try to impress them on the mind by visits either to the British 

Museum or a museum of casts I hope that to many this little 

book may be the door leading, if not into a new world, at least into a 
beautiful and noble province of the old world.” The book is illustrated by 
thirty-two photographs. 

Clear Speaking and Good Beading , by Arthur Burrell, new edition, 
(Longmans &; Co., 2/6). Principal Burrell is a past master in the art of 
reading, and, is he the sole authority on that most exquisite art of story- 
telling ? His words carry weight, and the diligent student of Clear 
Speaking and Good Readi?ig should be able to speak and read in a way 
to give pleasure by the time he has finished his course. Chapter II. deals 
with vocal mechanism and vocal gymnastics in a very thorough way. 
The chapter on Pronunciation is a just presentation of the view of 
cultivated persons; - to be able to assume the provincial at pleasure is 
looked on as a gift, but to be the provincial is looked on as a sin.” 
Mr. Burrell appreciates, while he forbids, “ the wavy tones, the curious,, 
often beautiful, cadences of dialect which mark off provincial from 
standard speech.” “Study to be quiet” in all reading and speech, is the 
author’s special recommendation. Various chapters contain interesting 
and valuable lists of books dealing with the parts of the subject they treat 
of. 1 he dedication is characteristic of the author, “To the unconscious 
teachers of the beautiful in speech— Little CHILDREN— a learner dedi- 
cates this book.” 

Co-kduiation, edited by Alice Woods (Longmans, 3/-). Miss Woods 
has got together a record of the practical experiences of some six or 
seven successful workers in the field of co-education, a valuable contri- 
bution to our knowledge of the subject. It would appear on the whole 
^ lr s wor better when there are boys working in the same class, 
an that boys are more gentle when girls are amongst them ; that boys 
k 11 ” s 0 not play together, nor, considering the more delicate physique 

° f , he . ls , n wel1 the y should 1 that mixed schools do not tend to boy 

and girl difficulties, flirtations and the like ; but that boys seldom continue 

"hn ™ X t ed / C f h0 v af;er the ?Z e o{ J 4 - so that in the higher forms such 
schools tend to become girls’ schools. The general lesson Miss Woods 

gathers from the papers she has collected is, that “in order to be a 

ge ^T n< V! U< f eS !- expenments in co-education must be whole-hearted.’’ 

The Study of the Gospels, by T. A. Robinson, D.D. (Longmans 2/6 
J hls httle book, the work of a scholar, is one of a series of Hand- 
books for the Clergy, but it is of singular value to the lay reader as 
well as to the clergyman. Canon Robinson tells us, that “ my object has 
Cen t0 P resen t in plain language such results of my own study as may 
berve as a guide to the studies of others,” and it is, perhaps, this personal 
e emen which makes a small book on a great subject surprisingly rich 
in suggestion as well as in instruction. The author writes from the 
standpoint of modern textual criticism, noting especially Dr. Harnack s 
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latest pronouncements, and giving its full value to controversial criticism 
as regards date, authorship, etc. But it is not on such matters that 
Christianity rests, for him. He boldly maintains that, had there been no 
documents traceable to Apostolic days, the contents of Christianity would 
have been practically what they are to-day. The inherent value of the 
Gospels depends upon the manner of their presentation of Christ- but 
our idea of Christ does not depend solely upon the Gospels “ I should 
not ask a man who had serious doubts of the truth of Christianity to enter 
upon a literary enquiry as to the date and authorship of the Gospels. I 
should say : Leave that untouched for the present. Read the books them- 
selves wholly irrespective of when or by whom they were written, or even 
of their accuracy in detail. Take the picture of Christ as drawn by the 
vigorous hand which wrote our second Gospel. Read it as a whole: 
let the story grow upon you; watch that powerful, sympathetic, original 
Character; ask how the simple unliterary author came by his story, if it 
was not that the story was a direct transcript from the life. If a new 
power was then manifested in the world, revealing a new idea of human 
goodness, saving men everywhere, and only refusing to save Himself, 
must you not yearn to welcome the belief that this Power was not finally 
vanquished by death, but still lives to save men to the uttermost?” 


THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[ 7 he Editor is ?iot responsible for the opinions of Correspondents .] 

Dear Editor, — Kindly allow me to suggest an aspect of the effect of 
Kindergarten teaching which does not seem to have occurred to many 
people. There is hardly anyone who is not interested in education and 
certainly mothers are more intelligent and thoughtful on this subject than 
they have ever been. Still, the sheep-like tendency, which is a characteristic 
of all society, prevails, and we are too inclined to follow our leaders without 
due discrimination. Because of this, systems and teachers are sometimes 
blamed unjustly. Teachers must be specialists, but parents should be 
individualists, and while the specialism may be easily overdone, the 
individualism is too often not carried far enough. If this truth were 
accepted and worked out, the advantages of our highly-developed educa- 
tional systems would be more apparent and the failures or evil effects, 
more properly speaking, fewer. Nursery and home discipline is rapidly 
becoming more and more amenable to the law of diversity of type, and 
children are being trained with more respect to their very maiked 
individuality, but the principle needs to be carried a little further. A ery 
early, often too early, the question of education for the children is discussed 
and the education itself entered upon. I hese small people (alas, that 
their mother has not full time at her disposal for them), whom nature is 
educating quite as fast as is good for them, must be plactd in some 
recognised and duly authorised routine of instruction, and constant y at 
four or five years of age they are sent to the Kindergarten school. 

Now, at first sight, the Kindergarten system is attractive in ever} \say 
and no intelligent person would deny its many advantages. o many 
children, however, the very elements which make up its attractiveness form 
its danger. Modern children have the tendency to nerves, w nc 1 is to 
be deplored in their elders. In the Kindergarten classes they pass 10m 
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K.iVhlv interesting: occupation to another, all tlr 
an^ after a few «U « «nd fh. 

1 ...miM hp nroduce 

The children become irritable, passionate, 


their faculties 
same effect 

as'that which would bTp'rodiiced by a .cries of children’s panic, or any 
oilwr co^,.. of dissipation. The children become .notable, pass.onale. 
andnervous in .he way which tends to and may often end ,n some serious 
nervous affection. That the Kindergarten system is unequalled for 
phlegmatic, dull or very backward children, there can be little doubt, but 
I believe it will presently be clearly seen that it is quite too exciting for 
children who are already excitable by nature. I have known several cases 
of the kind, but it is only lately that the true explanation has occurred to 
me, though the first case was that of my own little daughter. 

A few weeks ago I met a Kindergarten teacher at the house of a friend, 
and as my mind was fairly full of the subject, I felt glad of the opportunity 
of getting an opinion on the other side. 1 am, like many people, very shy 
of airing my opinions on any subject before people who are authorities, 
but having been supported by medical concurrence, I felt braver than 
usual. The lady seemed a very sensible, intelligent woman also, evidently 
not a beginner, but one to whom years would have given experience. We 
got the subject of Kindergarten teaching fairly broached and then I said — 
4 ‘ Do you not think the system may sometimes be rather exciting ? ” 

“ Certainly,” she replied, “ It is meant to be exciting.” 

“ But” I observed, “ A great many children are very excitable to begin 
with.” 

“ Well ” was the reply, “ our great object is to excite or stimulate the 
child’s brain, the whole system is one of stimulation.” 

I must say that after this I felt confirmed in my opinion. The excitable 
child is far better at home, with a bright, companionable young governess, 
who will impart all needful instruction in the course of ordinary plav, 
during meals, walks, etc., and train and guide the rapidly developing 
mental powers without any strain on brain or body, till both are con- 
solidated enough for more ordinary and conventional instruction. 

I am, yours truly, E. K. JOHNSTON. 

[Discussion is invited. — Ed.] 


Deah Editor— In the January number a Mother enquired about a 
school in Brighton, near the Central station, “where the teaching is on 
modern lines, especially in manual work and ear-training (tonic sol-fa).” 
1 know of a school, not near the station, but accessible by omnibus, where 
the methods would answer “Mother’s” requirements in the musical depart- 
ment, and probably in the others, as the head mistress is Froebelian, and 
up-to-date in modern education. As no reply is given this month I send 
the address : — Miss Walenn, 36, Sussex Square. 


Yours truly, MUSICIAN. 

Dear Editor,— As many inquiries have been made about the Perrv 
Pictures, may I explain that they are not kept in stock but have to be 
ordered from America. Purchasers should supply themselves with a 
catalogue (price 3*, postage id.), which can be bought at the “Art for 
chools Association.” From this they must make their own selection of 
titty, according to their requirements. The subjects illustrated cover the 
est range, including Greek and Roman architecture and sculpture, 
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• 1 1 • . , , * tauiiguisnea people, battleships, 

animals, historical and geographical scenes, etc. The regular size is 

5 “ m - h { 8 ln - these cost °K 25. The smaller size is 3 i in. by 
3 in. ; these cost if. 0 Id. for 50. In every case postage must be paid 
and specimens can be sent on approval if application, with postage be 
made to the Secretary at 26, Gt. Otmond Street. A collection can be 
seen at the office and a smaller catalogue giving a list of subjects sup- 
plied in colours is issued at id. Orders cannot be fulfilled under about 
a month. f aithfully yours, 

I. B. S. Thompson. 

P.S.— Will the lady who wrote to inquire about Rossetti’s pictures kindly 
apply to the Secretary, as her address has been mislaid? 

24, Argyle Road, Kensington. 


Dear Editor, — Would it be possible in the Parents' Review to have 
a little extra space for Branch reports ? It is just the carefully written 
out ( not mere concise, statistically worded) reports which convey the vivid 
impression of some lecturer or lecture, which proves the true vade mecum 
to the anxious secretary on the qni vive for the round peg for the round 
hole as regards suitable lectures for his or her special Branch. 

Lyon Road, Harrow, I am, yours faithfully, 

April 13th, 1903. J. Gl HERNE SlEVEKING. 
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Edited by Miss F. Noel Armfield, Sec., 2 6, Victoria Street, S. IV. 

To whom all Hon . Local Secs, are requested to send reports of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches , also 6 copies 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print . 

N.B. — Kindly write on one side of the paper only. 


NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places:— 

Barry (Glamorgan). 

Bradford. 

Brisbane. _ . , _ , , u . . „ 

BRISTOL. — Names may be sent to Mrs. Daniel, Dunelm, Stoke B P> 

CARDIFF. — Names may be sent to Mrs. Hamilton, Blackladies, Dynas 
Powis. 

CkSSSames may be sent pro tern, to Mrs. Hall, Collendene, 

Addiscombe Grove, Croydon. .. M hp 

Dunfermline. — Mrs. Beveridge, Pitreavie, Dunferm , 
glad to hear from people interested. 

GinLDFOKD. — Names may be sent pro tem. to Mrs. Clarke Kennedy, 
Ewhurst Rectory, near Guildford. 

Huddersfield. „ n , ^ 

Manchester.— Mrs. Freston, 6, St. Paul s Road, Kers , tcmX * 
will receive names of people interested in this r ( p 


